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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED CHANGES TO GROUNDWATER RULES

The Environmental Management Commission (EMC) will hold a public hearing to collect comments on proposed revisions to rules regulating groundwater quality standards and variance procedures codified in Title 15A, Subchapter 02L, Sections .0202 and .0113 of the North Carolina Administrative Code (http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac.asp) and the fiscal note associated with the revisions. A hearing is scheduled as follows: 

May 23, 6:30 PM, in Raleigh – Archdale Building, Ground Floor Hearing Room, 512 N. Salisbury Street, Raleigh.  Speaker registration begins at 6:00 PM.
The purpose of revising the rules is to ensure that groundwater standards are established using the most recent U.S. EPA health effects information. This revision was initiated by a rulemaking petition submitted by a representative for Rhodia, Inc., a global specialty chemical manufacturer that formerly operated as Rhone-Poulenc in Gastonia, North Carolina. A change in the 1,1-dichloroethylene standard from 7 ug/L to 350 ug/L is proposed in order to incorporate the most recent U.S EPA health effects information as published in the Integrated Risk Management System at http://www.epa.gov/IRIS/ (Option 1).  A change in the criteria used to establish a standard is proposed in order to allow the EMC to establish a standard less stringent than the federal maximum contaminant level (MCL) when the MCL is not established using the most recent U.S. EPA IRIS health effects information (Option 2). A change in the variance procedure is proposed to allow the EMC to consider a request for a statewide variance from the groundwater rules and to make editorial corrections (Option 3). 

In addition, the EMC seeks other proposals that allow flexibility in implementation of 15A NCAC 02L .0202(d) while maintaining or achieving appropriate water quality and public health standards, recognizing that any such proposal, if acted upon, might constitute a substantial change from the proposed rule amendments described in detail in this public notice, and might require an additional rule-making procedure.

Further explanations and details on the proposed rules, including the fiscal analysis, may be obtained by visiting the Division of Water Quality/Planning Section Groundwater Standards website at http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/groundwaterrulesrevisions or writing or calling the contact person listed below. 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RULES

There are three rule change options proposed: 

Option 1. A change in 02L .0202 (g)(59) to amend the 1,1-dichloroethylene standard from 7 ug/L to 350 ug/L.

Option 2. A change in 02L .0202 (d) and (f) to allow the EMC to establish a standard less stringent than the maximum contaminant level (MCL) when:

a. the MCL is not based on the most recent U.S. EPA health effects data as published in U.S. EPA’s Integrated Risk Information System (http://www.U.S. EPA.gov/IRIS/); 

b. such a standard would not endanger public health and safety; and 

c. compliance with a standard based on the MCL would produce serious hardship without equal benefit.

Option 3. A change in 02L .0113 to:


a. update the Division of Water Quality mailing address in .0113 (b),


b. allow the EMC to issue a state-wide variance to the 02L rules in .0113 (d), and 


c. clarify the existing variance requirements in .0113(i).

HOW TO SUBMIT COMMENTS

The EMC is interested in all comments pertaining to these proposed rule changes and fiscal note. It is very important that all interested and potentially affected persons or parties make their views known to the EMC whether in favor of or opposed to any or all of the proposed amendments.

You may attend the public hearing and make relevant verbal comments and/or submit written comments, data or other relevant information on the proposed amendments, the fiscal note or standard development methodology. The Hearing Officer may limit the length of time that you may speak at the public hearing, if necessary, so that all those who wish to speak will have that opportunity. Written copies are requested for any oral comments presented at the public hearings. Comments may be presented at the public hearings or submitted in writing to the Planning Section of the NCDENR-Division of Water Quality by July 2, 2012. Such correspondence should be brought to the attention of:

Sandra Moore

DENR/DWQ Planning Section 

1617 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1617

Phone: (919) 807-6417

Fax: (919) 807-6497 


Sandra.moore@ncdenr.gov
In the case of inclement weather on the day of the scheduled public hearing, please contact the above telephone number for a recorded message regarding any changes to the location, day or time of the hearing.


