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Winter greetings!   

 I hope many of you are returning from the holidays re-

freshed and energized.  This is the season for adopting new reso-

lutions, and APNEP is no exception.  In 2012, we resolve to coor-

dinate with our partners to develop targets for the environ-

mental goals set forth in our management plan. We will continue 

to consult with our policy board, advisory committees and 

agency experts during this process, but please feel free to contact 

ÈɯÚÛÈÍÍɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÐÕÚÐÎÏÛÚɯàÖÜɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÌȭɯ  

 Of course, the new year is also a time for reflec-

tion.   Thanks to each of you who attended, offered presentations, 

ÖÙɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ×ÖÚÛÌÙÚɯÈÛɯÖÜÙɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÍÜÓɯɁ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÜÕËÚɂɯ2àÔɪ

posium back in November.   We received many flattering com-

ments, but also some constructive advice about how to make the 

next event even better. I also offer a special thank you to those 

who attended the public comment sessions for our draft manage-

ment plan. These events sparked excellent discussions and will 

be instrumental in the completion of the plan. The public com-

ment period  remains open through Jan. 17.  Finally, I extend my 

appreciation to our many partners that led or contributed to ef-

forts to improve our region and ecosystem in 2011.  We look for-

ÞÈÙËɯÛÖɯÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯÕÌÞɯÌÍÍÖÙÛÚɯÐÕɯƖƔƕƖȮɯÈÕËɯÏÖ×ÌɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÛÈÒÌɯ

part in a few of our new initiatives as well.  

Regards, 

Dr. Bill Crowell, APNEP Director  

DIRECTORΩS NOTE NEW RESTORATION PROJECTS FUNDED 

 In November, APNEP awarded $136,141 in grant fund-

ing to support three environmental restoration projects in the 

Albemarle -Pamlico region.   

 Building on previous work with the program, research-

ÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÖÍɯ-ÖÙÛÏɯ"ÈÙÖÓÐÕÈɀÚɯInstitute of Marine 

Sciences ÞÐÓÓɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÖàÚÛÌÙɯÙÌÌÍÚɯÐÕɯ-ÖÙÛÏɯ"ÈÙÖÓÐÕÈɀÚɯÓÖÞ-salinity 

tidal creeks using lost crab pots. Using the $45,361 grant, the pots 

will be recycled, reshaped and placed in estuarine waters to pro-

vide prime oyster habitat and eliminate unintended bycatch. The 

project will also serve as a rich source of data to guide and im-

prove oyster restoration efforts in the Albemarle -Pamlico estuary 

and beyond. 

 In the second project, the North Carolina Coastal Federa-

tion  was awarded $16,280 to naturally restore and protect the 

ÌÙÖËÐÕÎɯÌÚÛÜÈÙÐÕÌɯÚÏÖÙÌÓÐÕÌɯÈÛɯ)ÖÊÒÌàɀÚɯ1ÐËÎÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ/ÈÙÒȭɯ!àɯ

planting marsh grass and creating oyster reef barriers, the project 

will improve fish habitat and protect this National Natural Land-

mark, which receives 1.2 million visitors per year.  

 In the third project the Nature Conservancy received 

$74,500 to  undertake large-scale hydrological restoration pro-

jects at Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge and the Great 

Dismal Swamp. The conservancy will work with APNEP to re-

store the flow of water to lands previously drained by agricul-

tural ditching. This will enhance native ecosystems and reduce 

the risk of large, peat-ÍÜÌÓÌËɯÞÐÓËÍÐÙÌÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯƘƙȮƔƔƔ-

acre Pains Bay Fire. These properties are among the largest for-

ested areas in the eastern United States and provide important 

freshwater flows to sounds.  They also support several globally -

rare natural communities, two federally endangered species and 

a rich diversity of wetland -dependent wildlife.  

Ɂ6ÌɀÙÌɯ×ÙÖÜËɯÛÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÕɪ

hance the health of our regional ecosystem and improve water 

ØÜÈÓÐÛàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÜÕËÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ!ÐÓÓɯ"ÙÖÞÌÓÓȮɯËÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÉÌɪ

marle-/ÈÔÓÐÊÖɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ$ÚÛÜÈÙàɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔȭɯɯɁ(ÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕȮɯÛÏÌɯ

strong research and monitoring aspects of these projects provide 

an excellent learning opportunity for natural resource managers 

ÞÏÐÓÌɯÌÕÚÜÙÐÕÎɯÈÊÊÖÜÕÛÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÍÜÕËÚȭɂ 
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STATE OF THE SOUNDS SYMPOSIUM 
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Left and below: Dr. Nancy White offers the keynote address at the State of the 

Sounds Symposium while attendees listen intently. Above:  APNEP director Dr. Bill 

#ÒÏ×ÅÌÌ ɉÔÏÐɊ ÌÏÏËÓ ÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÅÓ ÁÔ !0.%0ȭÓ 2ÁÌÅÉÇÈ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 

/ÐÐÏÓÉÔÅ ÐÁÇÅȡ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ #ÉÔÙ -ÉÄÄÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÎÅ× 

wetland.  

 .Õɯ-ÖÝȭɯƕƛȮɯ /-$/ɯÏÖÚÛÌËɯÐÛÚɯɁ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÜÕËÚɂɯ

symposium in New Bern. Nearly 200 people attended the event, 

which showcased more than two dozen initiatives that are im-

proving our estuarine ecosystem. 

 Notable speakers at the event included Assistant Secre-

tary for Natural Resources David Knight, APNEP Policy Board 

Chair Tony Reevy, and Dr. Kirk Havens, a nationally recognized 

expert in ecosystem-based management who also serves with 

 /-$/ɀÚɯ2ÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯ3ÌÊÏÕÐÊÈÓɯ ËÝÐÚÖÙàɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌȭɯ#Ùȭɯ-ÈÕÊàɯ

White, of the UNC Coastal Studies Institute, offered the keynote 

address, with her remarks focused on the importance of engag-

ing local communities in our collective efforts to improve the 

estuarine ecosystem. 

 In addition to highlighting the excellent work being con-

ducted by many APNEP partners, the conference offered a pre-

ÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯÚÖÔÌɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÐÕɯ /-$/ɀÚɯÜ×ɪ

ÊÖÔÐÕÎɯɁ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÜÕËÚɂɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛȭɯ#ÜÌɯÐÕɯÚ×ÙÐÕÎɯƖƔƕƕȮɯÛÏÌɯÙÌɪ

×ÖÙÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÕÈÓàáÌɯƖƘɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÖÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÚÛÜÈÙÐÕÌɯÌÊÖÚàÚÛÌÔɀÚɯ

health. 

APNEP ACCEPTING COMMENTS ON DRAFT PLAN 

 For the past few months, APNEP has sought feedback on 

its draft Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan at a 

series of public meetings in the region.  If you were not able to 

attend, we would still like to hear your thoughts on our plan. Un-

til Jan. 17, you can submit comments online by visiting our web-

site, www.apnep.org . The draft plan and comment form are both 

ÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯɁÍÌÈÛÜÙÌËɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɂɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ×ÈÎÌȭɯ 

http://www.apnep.org
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 On a beautiful late September day, a planned wetland 

became a reality for the students and faculty at Elizabeth City 

Middle School. Hundreds of students came out to see the wet-

land, with a lucky few donning waders and planting vegetation 

onsite. 

 The project, funded by APNEP and led by the North 

Carolina Coastal Studies Institute, created a wetland to filter 

stormwater runoff from the school and parking lot. This con-

structed wetland protects an adjacent cypress swamp forest and 

the nearby Pasquotank River. 

 ,ÖÕÛÏÚɯÓÈÛÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÐÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÚÛÙÖÕÎȭɯɁ3ÏÌɯÚÛÜɪ

ËÌÕÛÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛɯÈÕËɯÌÔÉÙÈÊÌɯÖÜÙɯÞÌÛÓÈÕËȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ#ÈÙÙÌÓÓɯ

Walker, a teacher at ECMS.  They are also branching out to visit 

the swamp, and recently found some old artifacts which may be 

of historical significance.  After taking pictures, the students are 

eagerly awaiting a reply about their find from the nearby Mu-

seum of the Albemarle. 
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 In late November, APNEP staff hosted a delegation of six 

Chinese political officials and environmental managers affiliated 

with the Duke Center for International Development. After AP-

NEP staff provided the delegation with a brief overview of the 

program, meeting attendees enjoyed conversation on a variety of 

conservation issues and approaches. 

 Among the topics discussed were relationships between 

federal and state environmental agencies, coordination with non-

profit organizations, and techniques for engaging local communi-

ties in environmental protection efforts.  While participants found 

many areas of common ground on these points, at other times the 

bridges between our countries seemed vast. Of note was the dif-

ÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÐÕɯ"ÏÐÕÈɯÈÕËɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈɀÚɯÓÌÎÈÓɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌÚɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖ×ɪ

erty rights, which has profound implications for conservation. 

 ÔÌÙÐÊÈɀÚɯÌÔÐÕÌÕÛɯËÖÔÈÐÕɯÓÈÞÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÌÈÚÌɪ

ments were of particular interest to the delegation, as all land in 

China is owned by the government.  

APNEP HOSTS CHINESE DELEGATION 

WETLAND AT ELIZABETH CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL COMPLETE 


