TAUTOG
(06/99 ARCHIVE - NCDMF)

Stock Status - Overfished. Although no estimates of mortality or stock size are available for tautog in North
Carolina, a coastal assessment prepared through the ASMFC and based on data through 1995 determined that
tautog were overfished and at low abundance throughout their range.

Average Commercial Landings and Value 1989-1998--890 pounds, $267

1998 Commercial Landings and Value--2,164 pounds, $S626

Average Recreational Landings 1989-1998--18,203 pounds

1998 Recreational Landings--25,168 pounds

Average Number of Award Citations 1987-1998--7 and 1998--4

Status of Fishery Management Plan--Currently managed under an ASMFC Interstate Fishery Management
Plan. Measures include a coastwide 14@ minimum size of possession and other fishing mortality reduction

measures specified by each state.

Research and Data Needs--Improved fishery dependent and fishery independent sampling in the southern end
of the species= range.

Current Minimum Size Limit--None

Harvest Season--Year-round.

Size and Age at Maturity--11 inches, 4 years old

Historical and Current Maximum Age--30 years, 30 years

Juvenile Abundance Indices Average--None Available

Habits/Habitats--Tautog are a coastal demersal species generally associated with structured habits such as
reefs and shipwrecks. Although reported as far south as Georgia, tautog are most common between Cape Cod
and the Chesapeake Bay. Most adult tautog migrate in the spring from offshore wintering locations to inshore

habitats to spawn and feed, then return offshore in the fall as water temperatures drop. However, south of
Maryland significant populations of adults remain offshore year-round.

For more information, see QMF Species Leads gagg



http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/species-leads

