I.

North Carolina Definitions

NCGS § 66-152. Definitions (Trade Secret Act)
(3)
"Trade secret" means business or technical information, including but not limited to a
formula, pattern, program, device, compilation of information, method, technique, or process that:
a.
Derives independent actual or potential commercial value from not being
generally known or readily ascertainable through independent development or reverse
engineering by persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and
b.
Is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain
its secrecy.
The existence of a trade secret shall not be negated merely because the information comprising
the trade secret has also been developed, used, or owned independently by more than one
person, or licensed to other persons.
NCGS § 132‑1.2. Confidential information (Public Records)
Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to require or authorize a public agency or its
subdivision to disclose any information that:
(1)
Meets all of the following conditions:
a.
Constitutes a "trade secret" as defined in G.S. 66‑152(3).
b.
Is the property of a private "person" as defined in G.S. 66‑152(2).
c.
Is disclosed or furnished to the public agency in connection with the owner's
performance of a public contract or in connection with a bid, application, proposal,
industrial development project, or in compliance with laws, regulations, rules, or
ordinances of the United States, the State, or political subdivisions of the State.
d.
Is designated or indicated as "confidential" or as a "trade secret" at the time of its
initial disclosure to the public agency.
(2)
Reveals an account number for electronic payment as defined in G.S. 147‑86.20 and
obtained pursuant to Articles 6A or 6B of Chapter 147 of the General Statutes or G.S. 159‑32.1.
(3)
Reveals a document, file number, password, or any other information maintained by the
Secretary of State pursuant to Article 21 of Chapter 130A of the General Statutes.
(4)
Reveals the electronically captured image of an individual's signature, date of birth,
drivers license number, or a portion of an individual's social security number if the agency has
those items because they are on a voter registration document.
(5)
Reveals the seal of a licensed design professional who is licensed under Chapter 83A or
Chapter 89C of the General Statutes that has been submitted for project approval to (i) a
municipality under Part 5 of Article 19 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes or (ii) to a county
under Part 4 of Article 18 of Chapter 153A of the General Statutes. Notwithstanding this
exemption, a municipality or county that receives a request for a document submitted for project
approval that contains the seal of a licensed design professional who is licensed under Chapter
83A or Chapter 89C of the General Statutes and that is otherwise a public record by G.S. 132‑1
shall allow a copy of the document without the seal of the licensed design professional to be
examined and copied, consistent with any rules adopted by the licensing board under Chapter
83A or Chapter 89C of the General Statutes regarding an unsealed document.

