
Motions from Aug. 29 - 30, 2013 Marine Fisheries Commission Business Meeting 

Motion to approve Aug. 29-30, 2013 meeting agenda. 
Motion made by Anna Beckwith and seconded by Joe Shute. Motion carries 8-0.   
 
Motion to approve the May 2013 meeting minutes. 
Motion made by Allyn Powell and seconded by Joe Smith. Motion carries 8-0.  
 
Petitions for Rulemaking 
Motion to deny the Tim Hergenrader petition for rulemaking based on the recommendations of 
the four advisory committees and comment by the N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries at the July 
30, 2013 joint advisory committee meeting for the following reasons: 1) designation of 
additional nursery areas should be based on scientific sampling and analysis; 2) the petition fails 
to provide sufficient scientific sampling and analysis to justify rulemaking to designate internal 
coastal waters as secondary nursery areas; 3) the petitioner fails to address substantial  economic 
impacts; and 4) the Marine Fisheries Commission should advocate for science based decision-
making.      
Motion by Allyn Powell and seconded by Joe Smith. Roll call vote. Motion carries 9-0.   
 

Anna Beckwith – yes 
Mikey Daniels – yes 
Kelly Darden – yes 
Mark Gorges – yes 
Chuck Laughridge – yes 
Allyn Powell – yes 
Joe Shute – yes 
Joe Smith – yes 
Paul Rose - yes 

 
Motion to approve the Ron Zielinksi petition for rulemaking because of the following reasons: 1) 
to support beneficial economic impact to the surrounding community; 2) to improve angler 
access to dedicated accessible and quality fishing opportunities; and 3) to be proactive in 
avoidance of future conflicts.  
Motion by Anna Beckwith and seconded by Chuck Laughridge.  Roll call vote. Motion carries 6-
2, with 1 abstention. 
 

Anna Beckwith – yes 
Mikey Daniels – no 
Kelly Darden – yes 
Mark Gorges – yes 
Chuck Laughridge – yes 
Allyn Powell – no 
Joe Shute – yes 
Joe Smith – yes 
Paul Rose - abstained  

 
 



Election of Vice Chair 
Motion to close nominations for vice chair.  
Motion by Chuck Laughridge and seconded by Joe Shute.  Motion carries 8-0.  
 
Motion to elect Anna Beckwith for vice chairman.  
Motion by Allyn Powell and seconded by Kelly Darden.  Motion carries 8-0. 
 
Fishery Management Plan Annual Schedule 
Motion to approve the fishery management plan five-year schedule.  
Motion by Anna Beckwith and seconded by Allyn Powell.  Motion carries 6-3.   
 
Rule Suspensions 
Motion to suspend portions of 15A NCAC 03J .0103 (gill net yardage restrictions).  
Motion by Anna Beckwith and seconded by Chuck Laughridge.  Motion carries 8-0. 
 
Motion to suspend portions of 15A NCAC 03O .0501 (Atlantic Ocean Striped Bass Gear 
Permit).  
Motion by Allyn Powell and seconded by Joe Smith.   Motion carries 8-0. 
 
Motion to suspend portions of 15A NCAC 03M .0301 (Spanish mackerel size limits).  
Motion by Joe Smith and seconded by Allyn Powell.  Motion carries 8-0. 
 
Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool Cap 
Motion to set the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool cap at 1368 licenses.  
Motion by Mikey Daniels and seconded by Allyn Powell.  Motion carries 8-0.   
 
Coastal Habitat Protection Plan Annual Report 
Motion to approve the Coastal Habitat Protection Plan annual report.  
Motion by Allyn Powell and seconded by Anna Beckwith. Motion carries 8-0.    
 
Shad 
Motion to refer the issue of imposing a moratorium on the commercial and recreational take, 
harvest, possession, and sale of American and hickory shad in North Carolina waters under 
jurisdiction of the N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries effective Jan. 1, 2014 due to biological 
impacts, bycatch issues, and user conflicts to the Finfish and regional advisory committees.  The 
Division of Marine Fisheries director will also request that the N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission consider reducing American shad limits from one to zero and hickory shad limits 
from 10 to eight.  
Motion by Chuck Laughridge and seconded by Mark Gorges.  Motion carries 5-4.   
 
Bottlenose Dolphin 
Motion to direct the Division of Marine Fisheries director to implement the Bottlenose Dolphin 
Take Reduction Team’s recommendations per the July 8, 2013 letter from David Bernhart. 
Motion by Anna Beckwith and seconded by Kelly Darden.  Motion carries 5-4. 
 
 



Sedimentation Study 
Motion to direct the Division of Marine Fisheries to design a study comparing closed trawling 
areas, specifically Newport River, to open trawling areas to determine the effect of trawling on 
sedimentation in primary and secondary nursery areas.   
Motion by Joe Shute and seconded by Kelly Darden.  Motion carries 9-0.     
 
Spotted Seatrout 
Motion to keep the commercial spotted seatrout trip limit at 75 fish, raise the recreational bag 
limit to seven fish per day and recommend that the Marine Fisheries Commission send the 
Spotted Seatrout Fishery Management Plan back to the Spotted Seatrout Fishery Management 
Plan Advisory Committee to study the data in light of the N.C. State study.   
Motion by Mikey Daniels and seconded by Joe Smith.  Motion fails 3-6. 
 
Motion to maintain status quo for commercial and recreational management measures for spotted 
seatrout pending scheduled fishery management plan review.   
Motion by Chuck Laughridge and seconded by Allyn Powell. Motion carries 9-0.   
 
 
 
 


