How this information is used: Current Species Accepted:
The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries Gray Trout Sheepshead
regularly collects information about fish stocks Spotted Seatrout Croaker

in state waters. Information, such as age, size Black Sea Bass Snapper/Grouper
and reproductive potential, is vital to assess Red Drum Cobia

the number of fish in the population. Age Tk D Triggerfish
information about fish are collected by analyzing Spanish Mackerel Striped Bass
scales or hard body parts, such as otoliths (ear Sea Mullet (Kingfish)
bones) and spines, for annual growth rings. By

determining the age of a fish, biologists can begin

to get an idea about the age-structure of the »

population and the growth rate of the fish. In a * :
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healthy population age-structure, fish of all ages

*
are represented, while missing age classes may e ‘
indicate a problem with that stock. —
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Left—Biologist removing otoliths from a carcass o *
Right—Spotted seatrout whole otoliths o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Age (years)
This information is then used in stock assessments

and fishery management plans to help officials
better mange the fisheries resources of the state.

Age-length key for spotted seatrout harvested in North Carolina

Contact Carole Willis at
252-808-8081 or via email at
Carole.Y.Willis@ncdenr.gov
for comments or questions about the program.

http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/carcass-collection

500 copies of this brochure were printed at a cost of $0.223 per copy.

Otolith section of a spotted seatrout under a microscope (7 years)

Getting to the Bones
of the Catch

-

Carcass -
~GCollection
Program'

."-

Wy




"UONEIS Y31oM € 1B PIYIIN YDIED TIY) JABY
01 parmboar [ns ore yuswreuINO] 3UTYST] 11EMI[ES
"N 22 y3norgy suoneld un|aas so[duy

“SITWI[-3eq-PUe-9z1s-3UTYSY-eUOTIEIIOI

/yur/qam /310 Tuspourerrod,/:dny e a1sqom mo
uo punoj 2q ued syrwi| Seq pue az1s Juamn)) ‘din
1oL 210J2q suonem3a1 03 $HZUEYD 10§ JYD)

“3urdue [eorypa soonoeid
pue 2su20IT SUIYST] [BUOTIEIIDIY [EISEO]) BUI[OIR))
YIION] PI[eA ® AQ P219A0D 2T JO dARY JUTYSY ST OYM

£ired moA ur ouo1949 pue nof 1By 21NSs RN

Si9puIWdYy dWO0S

s9i|ddns UoNBUOP SSROIRI |[B UIBILOD [IIM S13Z93l4

B

weaboid \
uo1323]joD sseare)

197321} 93 JO IpIsul
2q [ sarpddns [[y 1972213 WONOA[0d A Ul eq
pasop moL 2oe[d pue ‘pasop 3eq oy 217 *9g dorg

“3eq yoeo ur pIed yored B opnpoul

asea[d ‘papaau st Seq auo ueyy 210w J] “papiaoid
s3eq onse[d ayp oiut pIEd Yoed parojdwod o
(INV $SSEOTED IO SSEOTED sy 91 20| °G dorg

w

*9[qrssod

se pa1saATey sa10ads Jo 1oquinu pue din mof noqe
UONBWIOJUT YONUI SB 9PN[OUT S]] [N UT PIed
SSBOIBD pgpgAOJd ay1 N0 [y 03 mouad e asn) % doag

EIEY L wwiboud uopaajjed sspoid,, was ¢ Bupioday pup sAanins, uo i) “WOIYSHITHIN MMM §0 JUjU0 UOGDULIOu!
d13 BupI023i AQ 23NAUII03 j1uS D2 NOA 5592102 D 3PIACIA 1,10 NOA UIYM
it SSYOUVO HLIM DVd NI QdVD SIHL DV1d
dz/awesfpy
19905 |
oluiN aupp [assap
sseg padu:
ssaJppy J3j8uy g paduis #8pug D 1e0g szemdD
N01e3S PIROS | e g O  wearean[]
RS e 249328 Ysiued:
Jadnm: Py jesyRl ysiueds a] wowsuenn[]
s “2s||A Jadnol
. = T (ou0p3y>) adiAy dipag
——  yswessup Aeig wnig pay
3 e ysyayiL usplos| RINA B35
wnio auym —— Feo|™ noiL keis|  uognaoy Bupysid/ Apogiainm
Jaddeus uoljiuizp ysyayiL auijanjg Japunojd [
dweag sseg eag yoeig ysyanig [ —
#8104 poy yoer coswy wnig yeg
TquinN Sepads squiny s315ads TsquinN 5313305 sean” aeq ” qwow
$3192ds 2404sfJO sajaads joispo) dui fo awg
UOLJEULIOJU| SSEDIED uonew.oyu| diaj

PIE3 J0 284 U0 SUORIZAA/ATN IPPUDd Ul U104 2391dwio 3seald

wei504d UOKIB||0) SSEIIR) SBLIBYSIY BULIBA] JO UOISIAIQ DN

*(UOTID[[0D-SSEDTED /JUT /qaM /310" TUIPOU TeII0d
//:d1Y 218 2115qoMm 21 01 19JI ‘SUOTIEDO] IUDLIND A
JO ISI] B 10,] "UOTIED0] UONIBUOP 1SIIBIU Y] 01 SSEIIED

o1 3B “Ysa1g s ST yoaed moA [y ¢ darg
"eIep 3unoo[joo 1s130[01q

oy 01 Juerzrodur ST SIY T, "Ysy oY) UT $ING oY) AL
9[qissod J1 ‘pue 10eIUI [1B1 pUE peay oY1 dooy] g daag

iSNIDLT
Y2383 Y3 jo sauog ay 0} buizen

‘*Q’:% 9}IS uond9jjo) |edo
s |

weabo.ud uond9|jo) sseded)

"SSEDIED INOA 91BUOP 01 NI PNOA MOUS| IOUBI YsY
moA 197 asea[d L1red 1eOqPEAY 10 IMTEYD ® JO 1red OrR

noA4 JT "ysy oA 13[[g No0p ay3 01 3deq du() *T doig

10BIUI [12) pUB peay ‘SINB LM 18| 8 pinoys sseasen

-auoyd 1rewss & Ya1m apod YO Y2

UEdS 1O UOTIOI[[0D-SSEDTD /JUl /qam /310 Tuapou Terrod
//:dny 11814 aseayd ‘syrerop werdoxd [euonippe 10j
10 SUOTIEDO] TUALIND JO 1sT] 19[dwod ® 10 *s1o[3ue
01 J[qE[TEAE SIS UOTIOI[[0D [BUONIPPE 2q [[IM 191
‘puedxo 01 sonunuoo werdord o sy -a1eIs o Jo
$90INOS2I SATIAYSY oY) SFBUBW 1119 01 SIUIUISSISSE
3[001S UT Pasn 2q UED ey} BIEP Xas pue 93¢ Yiduo|
109[]02 uEd s1s130[01q ‘wreidord oY) 01 pareuop

9Te Y1) YSIJ WOIL,] "SISSEDIED [SIj PII[L 2IBUOP 01
SI9[3Ue MO[[E 01 SBITE [EISEOD SSOIOE SIS PAIBUSISIP
1e 5192201 paoe[d SEY UOISIAIP oY ], *SALIAYSL]
QUILIEJA] JO UOISIAI(T )N Y} 10J BIep JO 20IMOS
[EOTIID € 9T UBWILIAYSY [BUOTIEIIDAT £q PaIeuop
$ISSEOTET) "ISUADTT SUTYSL] [EUOIIBIION [BISEOD)
"N 242 Jo sa[es wo1j spasdoid 4q papunj 110330

QP!AAQJBJS €SI IIIEJ%O.I(I UONDI[O7) SSEdIET) Y T,

ssedJden e ajeuoq 0} apiny doys-Aq-dals



